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LET ME EXTEND A WARM WELCOME TO THE
spfing edition of the MSLA Journal! Enjoy
the selection of arricles brought together
for you by our editor, Heather Eby, on the
sub)cct of Building a Culture of Reading.
2013 marks our 75* anniversary. The
Schools’ Library Section formed within
the Manitoba Library Association in
1938, Library professionals began the
work of bringing a library experience to
schoolch:ldrcn in Manitoba. The first
school library in the
E province opened at
Robert H. Smith
School in 1939 as
part of a visionary
experiment that grew

into a movement.

As we celebrate the first 75 years of school
librariesin Manitobaand as we gather to toast
some of our most dynamic professionals,
recipients of the MSLA Awards, I find
myself wondering about the maintenance of
our vision for school libraries.

Qur students need to have access to a
culture of reading to germinate and grow
the love of reading. More than ever, they
need access to instruction that helps
themn understand how to find and use
information, so that as they enter post-
secondary studies they are well equipped
for the rigour required to succeed. Theyall
need access to information that is reliable.
School libraries provide these standards.
We provide these essential services,
born out of our vision. Whether our
students are using books, or an electronic
delivery system, we aim to maintain these
standards. We undertake and live the
vision.

I think about how many of our schools
struggle to provide reading marerials, library
programs and access to information for their
students. Equitable access to information is
an enormous barrier for schools and school
divisions whose finances are stretched to
capacity. Something needs to be done to

11 By Joyce Riddell

help reduce the inequity. We need a “fix” to
help ensure the vision for our libraries will
continue for students into the future,

Students and teachers in other provinces
have enjoyed access to online resources
through an educational website provided
by their departments of education. This
powerful tool hosts a selection of digital
subscriptions and online databases for all
students and teachers to use. One result
of this plan is that, through school library
programs, students learn how to access
and use information thac enhances their
Another
result is that students are better prepared

immediate school experience.

for the expectations they will face in post-
secondary sertings.

We can build a twol that benefits
every student and affects the quality
of information available to all school
disciplines. We can join our voices to call
for Manitoba Educarion to co-ordinate
and fund this iniciacive that will offer free
access to a selection of digital resources and
on-line databases for all Manitoba school
children.

When we celebrate 75 years of school
libraries in Manitoba, let us celebrate an
Let us
celebrate a movement that continues to

on-going visionary experiment.

promote information literacy and a culture
of reading. Moreover, [er us share in a vision
that will take school libraries to 100 years
and beyond.

Vlessa (€ By Heather Eby

WHAT D_DES [TREALLYMEANTO“BUILD ACULTURE OF READING” INASCHOOL OR SCHOOLLIBRARY?

Is that not what all school librarians are trying to do all the time? Hopefully, the answer

t0 that Would be “yes”! As teacher librarians, one of our main goals is to provide an
enr{chmg environment in our libraries for readers to emerge, grow and flourish. We do
th1s'thrcn'1gh our amazing collections, our interactions as reader advisors to our students,
through creative and inventive program ideas and most imporrantly
by cultivating a love of reading and books within our school com-
munities, This edition of the MSLA journal looks at the various
ways that teacher librarians around Manitoba have been working to
cultivate thar love of library, books and reading, resulting in building
their own unique culture of reading in their schools.

I'am so thrilled with the contributions to the journal this spring. We have a teacher librar-
ian promoting 2 reading program from Ontario that pulls in our young, emerging readers
with picture books and novels. As well, we have a team of librarians working to bring
eReaders into their school library to engage reluctant readers and those technology buffs
out there. You will also find an article that might inspire your next “I love to read” theme
and convince you of the power of social networking! Not to be forgotten, are the words of
a young reader herself and the joy she found in the book, Wonder! Along with these great
features, we share highlights of the fantastic work of the MSLA this year in their endeavour
0 advocate and support school libraries for both teacher librarians and students.

So, as you read through the journal, ask yourself, what can I do to imnprove the culture
of reading in my school this month? Share your ideas on our Manitoba School Library
Association Facebook page!
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Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Reviewed by Ella Smith, Gr. 5 student, Linden Meadows

[F:YOU WERE TO READ ONE BOOK
thlS year, it should be Wonder by
R.J. Palacio. I guarantee you that
this book is exciting and fun to
read because it is unlike any other
book you've ever read!

Qur class read the book together
as a part of our ELA curriculum.
The first thing that really carches
your eye when you first see the

book, is the cover. It is unique
and stands out amongst other
books. The picture that is put on
the front is very intriguing and
gives you just enough informa-
tion about the book without giv-
ing too much of it away. If you
were looking for the book, you
probably wouldn’t have much
trouble finding it. But the most
important part of the book is
what is written inside.

‘The book is about a boy named
August with a facial deformity,
who goes to school for the first
time in his life. At school, Au-

gust experiences the joy in hav-
ing friends and valuable lessons in
life. People soon realize how spe-
cial August really is. In the end
August turns out to be the most
spectacular boy and really makes
a difference in che whole school.

the

story are: August — the lover of

The main characters in

Star wars, Via — August’s car-
ing older sister, Miranda — Via’s
best friend, Charlotte — a kind
and friendly classmate, Jack —
August’s best friend, Summer —
August’s intelligent friend, and
August’s parents — the proud
supporters of August.

I was so into it, that whenever
our teacher had to stop reading,
our class was begging for her wo
read more because she would al-
ways stop at a suspenseful part in
the book.

My favourite part in the book is
when recognition goes to some-
one who deserves it. My favourite

character in the story was Sum-
mer because without her, the
book wouldn't be the same. My
least favourite character is Julian
because he bullies August and
picks on him a lot and I didn’t
like that because no one deserves
0 be bullied.

R.J. Palacio splic the book into
different parts. What the auther
did was that each section of the
book was from a different per-
spective of each character in the
story. It really made the story
more interesting -when R.]J. Pala-
cio let you explore each charac-
ter’s personality and their point
of view.

Throughour the story, our class
did many projects that were
based on Wonder. We made po-
ems, word splashes, writing as-
signments and much more! I en-
joyed making the poems because
if you pur a lot of work into it, it
really looked awesome up on the
bulletin board! OQur class was
so crazy about Wonder that we
even started our own Wonder
campaign. We wrote all kinds of
precepts and later we put them up
all around the school for everyone
to see. The precepts are great be-
cause they teach kids lessons, just
like the book Wonder did. It was
a big success!

Wonder really deserves a lot of
attention and honour because it
truly iIs a really awesome book
to read! If you rated it on a scale
one to ten, it would always be at
the top of the list! It is a fantastic
book that everyone should read
because it teaches a valuable les-
son that everyone should value.
So go our and read the book soon!
Make a difference just like Au-
gust did.
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The School Library: A Perfect Environment for EAL Learners
By Cathy Bilyk, Teacher librarian/EAL at Shafteshury Highschool

IN: THE PAST DECADE, MANITGBA HAS
welcomed over 100,000 newcomers to the
province through a successful immigra-
tion initiative program. The last four years
has seen the greatest increase in this pro-
gram with over 60,000 people immigrat-
ing to Manitoba since 2009. This number
does not include temporary skilled work-
ers or international students, who annually
relocate to Manitoba for work and educa-
tional purposes, In 2011 alone, Manitoba
registered 1,772 International Students
and 3,222 temporary foreign workers.
Of the 60,000 new immigrants, approxi-
mately 20,000 are berween the ages of 0-24
years, placing the majority of these sec-
ond language learners under the purview
of the Manitoba Public School System.
(immigratemanitoba.com)

It is the responsibility of every school to re-
spond to the needs of their changing clien-
tele and many schools in the province have
already created programs to address the
needs of their EAL population. These pro-
grams have becoimne integral to their school
plan. Other schools are only beginning to
see the tipping point in the influx of stu-
dents who require EAL support and are re-
sponding by creating systemic interventions.

EAL students are as diverse as any other
student in the school system. Some have
learning difhiculties, gaps in their educa-
tion, social /emotional concerns and mo-
tivational issues. Coupled with second
language acquisition and the inherent
cultural differences, addressing the needs
of the EAL learner is a complex task. Al-
though there is no such thing as a “typical”
EAL student, there are definitive stages of
language acquisition and a common un-
derstanding of the basic needs of any stu-
dent who enters our school system. It is
with these in mind, chat you can begin to
build 2 comprehensive support system.

‘The Manitoba Department of Educarion
and Literacy, although still in its drafting
stage, has provided an excellent framework
in which to build a continuum of services
for EAL students. This framework pro-

vides the stages of language development,
adaptive strategies for the delivery of cur-
ricufa and rubrics for authentic assessment.

To successfully create an inclusive, com-
prehensive and enduring program in any
system, there needs to be a team approach.
The needs of the EAL learner provide an
excellent opportunicy to extend and deepen
the partnership between the teacher librar-
ian and her or his colleagues. The teacher
librarian can play a natural role in provid-
ing support and leadership in responding
to the needs of both staff and students with
regards to the EAL learner,

I have worked for many yeats as a literacy
support teacher, which also included In-
ternational Students and EAL learners. In
the past several years, my literacy support
merged with the role of teacher librarian.
This has proven to be a very organic and
natural fusion of two important support
roles. Two years age, | transferred to a differ-
ent school as a High School teacher librarian
and EAL teacher.

As with any teacher librarian, it is impera-
tive to do an assessment of the school in
order to direct their services in a respon-
sive and targeted approach to the needs of
the school community. It became obvious
that there was a need 1o expand services
and supports for the increasing numbers
of EAL learners to the school. Not only
was the school welcoming a larger number
of ISP students, there was also an increase
of recent landed immigrants entering the
school system at a much older age.

Late entry students can be challenging
because there is the expectation on their
part to graduate in a timely fashion so
they can go to university. As stated be-
fore, language acquisition follows stages
of development and it is difficulr to expe-
dite these stages as they connect to natural
brain development and do not correlate to
intelligence, educational background or
even hard work. It is a process that can
take up to twelve years. Therefore, there
was a whole educational piece that had 1o
be addressed in order to shift the precon-
ceived beliefs of the EAL students.

The school had already created a “Wel-
come Center” for newcomers to Canada.
Stage 1 and 2 students were required to
attend this class before assimilating into
the general population. Fortunately, the
newcomer class was located in a library
seminar room, which helped facilitate a fa-
miliarity and connectedness to the library.
The library was a perfect environment for
the students to gravitate 1o and to feel wel-
comed and comfortable. The library be-
came the hub,

Over the past two years, the school conrin-
ues to evolve and respond to both the needs
of the EAL students and the staff. Here is a
snapshot of the evolution process the school
has experienced as it creates academic, cul-
tural and social emotional support systems
for English Language Leaners.
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Create o Welcoming Environment

Belief: Evaryone wants to feel connected and have o sense of belonging.

- Learn to say hello in a variety of languages.

- Post welcome signs in a variety of languages.

+ Encourage students to keep their birth name so as not to lose
their identicy.

- Partner them up with another student.

+ Create a welcome package that includes a map of the school
with their classes highlighted, pictures and names of their
teachers, translated rules and expecrations of the school, bus
routes, a school T shirt, pens etc. There are a myriad of pos-
sibilities.

+ Take the student on a rour of the school. Introduce them to
their teachers.

« Creare a video in a variery of languages that introduces newcom-
ers to the school with some insider info on how to be successful.

+ Make a bulletin board with a map and encourage students to
indicate where they were born by sticking a pin into the map.
{we have over thirty countries represented on our map)

Collaborate, Colluborate, Collaborate

- Create a timetable of events for the EAL and ISP students. Post

the daily announcements, highlighting important informa-
tion. This can also include holidays and special events for each
month. Be sure to include the holidays and celebrations of all
cultures.

+ Celebrate holidays. Have a “Christmas morning” breakfast in

the library complete with Christmas tree, pancakes, sausages
and even stockings for students with swag from the school.
Don’t forget about Easter, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day,
Chinese New Year’s, Spring Festival, Diwali etcetera, etcetera.
Heck, just celebrate and have fun.

- Have gamnes available for lunch time activities. Make hor chocolate

with marshmallows.

- Introduce them to clubs and sports teams that they can join.

Get them invelved in the school.

+ Illicit che support of Student Council.

Belief: It takes a village. For a system of support fo be successful, everyone in the school needs fo invest, This is an evolutionary process

in which you build allies and continue to grow and strengthen.

- Visit other schools and divisions to learn and share from their
expertise. There are amazing school programs and initiatives in
Winnipeg.

+ Ask for support from the experts in your division. The Language
Co-ordinator in Pembina Trails has been a great support for the
schools and has been instrumental in providing invaluable in-
servicing while introducing a computerized language acquisition
program.

- Team with the staff in the Student Support Services of your
school. This is a powerful connection as they have access to
timetables, student records and can be the co-ordinator and
go-to person for the staff for EAL students.

- Team teach. A collaboration with an experienced and excellent
ELA teacher in the school who had 12 EAL students in a regu-
lar ELA class, resulted in the creation of four ELA E classes the
following year.

Resources
Belief: The school fibrary should represent the needs of olf students.

- Ensure that there are levelled books in the library for all students.

- Have books on tape, ebooks, tumblebooks, etc.

- Extend the library resources to the patents of these EAL students.

- Be familiar with the curricula at all grade levels to ensure that
there are alternative texts and resources for the students.

- Compile a list of alternative resources for teachers related to

- Provide parent information evenings.
- Be familiar wich assesstent tools for EAL students. Create an

intake process for every new student to ascerrain language stage
and share the information with Student Support Services.

+ Collaborate with the subject area leaders on how to assess stu-

dents in various stages of language.

- Create opportunities to collaborate by applying for divisional

funding for professional learning groups in areas of discussion,
delivery of curricula, adaptations, assessment, and academic
language.

- Share information wich staff at staff meetings. For example,

Manitoba EAL curriculum, Stages of Language, cultural
beliefs erc. This is also an opportunity to advocate for under-
standing and empathy.

. Advertise in-service opportunities.

their subject area,

- Provide informartion classes for new students to introduce them

to the resources the library has to offer and how they can access
them at home.

- Equip the library with picture dictionaries and dual language

dictionaries.



Yolume 40 Number 2 Fall 2013

Invite the Forest of Reading into Your Library!

By Vivianne Fogarty

tF-YOU'VE EVER SEEN A HERD OF AVID READERS RUNNING TO THE
library on a Friday afternoon for a chance to get some books for
the weekend, you know you're on the right track with something!
This is exactly what happened when 1 announced over the PA that
I had some Silver Birch books left, that would love to be read over
the weekend. As I walked into the library, about 40 Gr. 3 and
4 students were waiting anx-

iously ar the circulation desk
for those Silver Birch books.

Since 1994, the Ontario Li-
brary Association has been
growing its reading pro-
gram now called The For-
est of Reading. It originally
started with the Silver Birch
reading program for grades
4 — 6, bur has now grown to
accommodare all ages and all
types of reading, The differ-
ent tree awards include the
Blue Spruce, Silver Birch,
Red Maple, White Pine,
Evergreen, Golden QOak and
two French awards — Le Prix Peuplier and Le Tamarac. For most of
the awards you need to read five books to vote, with the exception
of the Blue Spruce where you read or hear all ten books.

Over the years, we have all loved and enjoyed the MYRCA books
for our grades five to eight students. Somehow I always felt that
we weren't meeting the needs of our younger students in Kinder-
garten to Grade 4. As I attended the OLA Super conference in
Toronto, I was always amazed how pervasive the OLA Forest of
Reading presence was everywhere. The OLA bookstore was full
of those great Canadian books that I would rake home. [ used o

think it would be great to participate in those reading programs
and go to those big author and reader celebrations. “Oh well, it's
too bad I den't live in Ontario”, I'd tell myself grudgingly.

Well, this year, I thought I'd check out their website more thor-

oughly and voild — I discovered that other provinces could par-
ticipate in these reading programs. Every province and territory
was listed in the registration
section. Luckily, our admin-
istration and staff were keen
to help promote these books
to our students. If there’s
something our school is keen
about, ic’s having kids read.
Having good quality Cana-
dian literature to support our
literacy goals made it even
easier!

As a Kindergarten to Grade
6 school, the best fir for us
were the Blue Spruce Award
books (K ~ Gr. 2) and the Sil-
ver Birch — Express (Gr. 3-4
and EAL}, Fiction and Non-
Fiction (Gr. 5 — 6) books. This year, they also have a set of French
picture books called Le Prix Peuplier. By chance, it turned out that
we had had an author/illustrator team visit our grade one classes
in the fall during the Thin Air Winnipeg Internacional Writers’
festival. This coincided with one of the Blue Spruce books, Here
Comes Flortense. Georgia Graham (illustratos) and Heather Hartt-
Sussman had read to us and shown us how their picture book was
born and developed. We even have some of Georgia Graham's
beautiful artwork in our library.

Alrhough we started our program somewhat late in the year and
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well into March, we are having great success in circulating the
books. Our younger students are very keen and feel grear that
they will get to vote like the oider students doing MYRCA. Upon
registration and payment, users have access to password protected
sites with loads of resources and activities related to the books.
Examples include vocabulary support, crosswords, drama activi-
ties, word searches and response journals or scrapbooks in varying
formats allowing drawing and writing responses. A teacher’s dif
ferentiated instruction dream come true!

Students need to read or listen to 5 or 10 books in a single catego-
ry to vote, depending on the category. Avid and voracious readers
are being encouraged to read the books in more than one category.
Although most of the French books will be somewhar difficult for
students in Basic French, the French teacher and I will be reading
them 10 some of our scudents. We may even pair up with a French
immersion school to do some paired reading and conversations
about the books.

According to the Ontario Library Association, there are only ten
schools doing this program outside of Ontario. We are the only

school officially doing the program in Manitoba. Once you regis-
ter for each program for a cost of about $30, you have access to all
the great password protected sites with all the resources. We did
purchase our books from S&B and paid for our programs through
the Manitoba Textbook Bureau. The actual registration of the pro-
grams however should be done online. Customer service and sup-
port from OLA has been prompt and efficient.

Overall, our students and staff are all quite thrilled with the pro-
gram. One of our great Manitoba authors and former Chancellor
School teacher, Larry Verstraete has his book Case Fifes in the Silver
Birch non-fiction category. We are all anxious to vote at the end
of April. The official voting day is April 22", buc all votes need to
be in to OLA by April 30, ‘The greatest thing about the Forest of
Reading is that there is something there for everyone — all ages,
all reading levels, and all types of reading. One recommendation
would be to include more graphic novels. There is one in the Silver
Birch, and I had 25 requests for that one before spring break.

Consider participating in the OLA Forest of Reading next year. 1
think you will enjoy the trees growing in your library!
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AF’@ You Fe@ﬂdy
for Kohg
eReaders i
Your schoo]
’fbﬁ‘tgry?

By Chantay Fillion, Martine
Blanchet ang Heather tby

THE-SCHOOL LIBRARIES AT VAN
Walleghert and  Ecole Dieppe
have embraced the 21" century reader
and continued to build their readership in
their schools with Kobo eReaders. If you
walk around a middle years classroom or
library today, students are not just reading
from the printed book anymore. Today’s
generation of readers have embraced their
love of technology and the ecase of down-
loading the latest book from their favorite
series on an eReader, making it challeng-
ing for school libraries to keep up with the
demands of our avid readers! However,
¢Readers do more than juse provide the
newest books; they often pull in that reluc-
tant reader as they relish the opportunity
to get their hands on the latest technologi-
cal device.

Chantal Fillion, the school librarian at
VanWalleghem and Martine Blanchet, the
school librarian at Ecole Dieppe have been
inscrumental in the set up and implemen-
tation of the Kobo eReaders in their school

libraries. They have provided a

lise of tips to help anyone

interested in taking on this
endeavour in their school.

How to set up and imple-
ment a Kobo eReader into a
Scheol Library.

1. Create and account on
the Kobo.com website. It
is recommended to set-up
a gmail generic account for

your scheol. You can use your
school address for the account,
Make sure the username and
password or not associated to
you in any way, Ex; vwlibrary@
gmail.com
2. In Kobo.com you can
make purchases directly from the
site or by browsing the Chaprers/
Indige website. When making se-
lections from Chapters/Indigo on
line you will be redirected to Kobo
to finalize the purchases. Kobo has
recommended not to purchase Big
Nate books at this time as they are having
difficulties with them on the devices.

3. Please note that
if you use a credit
card of any kind
to make purchases
for your Kobo, that
information  stays
active on the Kobo.
Instead, it is recom-
mended to purchase
a gift card through
Kobo.com (egift).

4.1f you are using a Chapters/Indigo Gift
card, Kobo.com will not allow you to use
the remainder of a gift card towards an-
other purchase. Ex- $10 gift card, ebook
purchased is $8.49. In order to use the
remainder of that card; you must merge it
with another card. (online or at a Chapters/
Indigo Book Story)

5.0Once you have purchased an ebook a
blue box will appear that asks if you want to
“Download as an Adobe DRM Epub. Click

on this box. At the bottom of your screen,

If you walk around «
middle years classroom
or library today, students
are not just reading from 12.
the printed book anymore.

you will be asked to open, save or down-
load. Click Save. (Repeat this process for all

the ebooks you download.)

6.Now it is time to Download Adobe
Digital Editions. Go to the following web-
site:
www.adobe.com/products/digiraledi-
tions/

a) You will need to create an account on
Adobe but you can use the same email you
created for Kobo to set chis up.

b)Once the account is created and the
program is saved you are ready to set-up
your Kobo readers.

7. Plug the Kobo into your computer.

8. Before loading any eBooks the Kobo
will need to be charged, It will say; “Con-
nected and charging” It may eake 2 couple
heurs to charge the Kobo the fisst time.

9. Once the Kobo is fully charged it will
need to be set-up. Leave the Kobo plugged
into the computer. Go to www.kobosetup.
com. You can also open the Koboe icon on
your desktop; it was created when you cre-
ated an account on Kobo.com.

10. A window will appear. Click on
“Get Started”.

11, It will sync
your Kobo in 4
steps. You can skip
the Facebook por-

ticn at the end.

Disconnect
the Kcbo. It will
indicate that it is
Updating. At ¢his
point it is loading ALL the books you have
purchased onto the device.

13. Once this is done, disconnect
your Kobo. You will need to manually de-
lete any purchased books that you do not
want on that particular device. For ex-
ample, we deleted Hunger Games on our

Grade 2 and 3 Kobo.

14. You are now ready to circulate
the device! Remember to have students get
a permission form signed prior to signing
this device out of the Library.

If you have any further questions regarding eReader distribution and require more information, please feel free to contact Chantal of dfillion@pembinatrails.co
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By Jo-Anne Gibson, TeacherLibrarian, Acadia Jr. High School
LOOKING FOR A SURE-FIRE WAY TO GET YOUR YOUNG ADULT STUDENTS

t0 read and reach them a valuable fesson in democracy at the same
time? Just try telling them they can’t read something and see what
happens! Essentially, that is the premise of my all-time favourite
grade 9 unit that T can’t wait to teach every year. I rake the concept
of reverse psychology and use it to entice students into the nebu-
lous world of bantned, challenged and censored books and reading,
It’s the unit that gets most studenes reading and ralking about a
right we often take for granted in our Canadian society — our right
to intellectual freedom.

When teaching this unit, I have five primary assumptions:

1) Engaging the minds of young readers roday is no different
than engaging the minds of young readers in the past; pro-
vide them with compelling stories that speak to them and
capture their imaginartions and they will read.

2)  Getting past all the technology and mass media hype that
young adults enjoy so much and get them to read, although
difficult, isn’t impossible; it just takes a few compelling
ideas to draw students into reading.

wivw.unshelved.com @WH@G@&&(

3) Those students who “hate reading” or find reading “boring”
just haven’t found the right book yet,

4) Discussing the issues behind books that have been or are
continuing to be challenged, censored or banned, and
making at least some of these books available in a school
or public library, are two ways of drawing students into the
world of reading and engaging them as readers,

5)  Students in a democracy like Canada need to understand
the basic tenets of intellecrual freedom as enshrined in the
Canadian Chareer of Rights and Freedoms; one day, it will
be up to them to uphold these rights and pass them on to
future generations.

So how can the issues behind books that have been or are con-
tinuing to be chaltlenged, censored or banned be used to encour-
age students to read and help them change their perceprions of
themselves as readers and at the same time, lead them to an under-
standing of the concept of intellectual freedom? To answer this
question, I need to rake you back to a time in my life where a near
perfect storm of events led me to develop this unit.

It all began with a simple quote by an American journalist, Ed-
ward P. Morgan, which I had come across in a blog post, “A book is
the only place in which you can examine a fragile thought without
breaking it, or explore an explosive idea without fear it will go off
in your face. It is one of the few havens remaining where a man’s
mind can get both provocation and privacy.” www.talkbusiness-
withhoward.com/business/the-benefits-of-reading/

Shorely chereafter, I received in the mail a poster created by the
Book and Periodical Council of Canada which sponsors various
Freedom to Read projects in Canada. Perhaps it was just a co-
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My students...crave books that
speak to them about new and
challenging life experiences;
these are the books that fell
powerful stories...often from
unfamiliar points of view.

incidence, but around this time, [ was taking a teacher-librarian
course at the University of Alberta and we just happened to be
discussing the Canadian Library Association’s Code of Ethics and
Statement on Intellectual Freedom. During this same period, I
was also involved with helping our school division draft guidelines
for Reconsideration of Resources and Challenged Materials and
I was collaborating with one of our grade 9 Social Studies teach-
ers on a human rights unit in which the students were discussing
the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Lots of strong messages here but were all of these seemingly un-
related ideas and events actually related? At first, I didn’t see a rela-
tionship between them but as the daily challenge of finding books
for students that would get them excited about reading continued
in my library, gradually, I began to see them in a whole new light.
What were the books that got my students hooked on reading?
What were the books that got me thoroughly hooked as a reader?

Sure enough, when [ started checking on certain books in my
library that students were eager to read, many of them had been
challenged, censored or banned at one time in history. My stu-
dents, like me, crave books that speak to them about new and
challenging life experiences; these are the books that tell powerful
stories using bold language and imagery and are often from un-
familiar points of view. They are precicely those books that some
adules would not permit others to read. Finally, I had found the
link T was looking for and I couldn’t wait to start developing a unit
that my students would not soon forget.

My Freedom to Read Unit includes two “big ideas:”

1) Everyone should have the freedom to read the books or any
other forms of written expression that they want.

2) No one has the right to tell another person what they can or
can’t read.

By the end of the unit, students should be able to answer the fol-

lowing questions:

1)  Whar is the difference between a challenged book, a cen-
sored book and a banned book?

2)  What does the term “intellectual freedom” mean and whose
job is it to protect it in a democratic sociery?

3) What document in Canada protects a citizen’s right to in-
tellectual freedom? What “world” document outlines this
similar right?

4)  Who should decide what you read?
5) What book from this unit do you want to read next?

These questions coincide with the following Grade 9 ELA and
Social Studies outcomes:

ELA

»  1.1.2 Acknowledge the value of others” ideas and opinions in
exploring and extending personal interprerations and view-
points

»  1.2.2 Review and refine personal viewpoints through reflec-
tion, feedback and self-assessment

» 124 Consider diverse opinions, explore ambiguiries, and
assess whether new information clarifies understanding

»  5.2.1 Recognize that differing perspectives and unique reac-
tions enrich understanding

»  5.1.1 Recognize the importance of affective communication
in working with others

Social Studies

»  9-KC-002 Give examples of the effects of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms on individuals and groups

»  9-KP-043 Give examples of diverse approaches to conflict
resolution

»  0-KP-014 Value non-violent resolutions to conflicts

»  9-KP-021 Describe ways in which identity, diversity and
culture are protected in Canada

»  9-KP-004 Be willing to consider diverse social and culrural
perspectives

»  9-VC-QOQ2 Value their democratic responsibilices and rights

»  9VP-011 Identify ways in which democratic ideals have
shaped contemporary Canadian society

»  9VP-001 Appreciate democratic ideals in Canadian society

I chose to develop this unit for my grade 9 students, in particular,
because in my many years of teaching students at the junior high
level, T have observed that this age group is ready and eager 1o
tackle controversial issues. For some, this might be the first time
that they have been faced with controversial issues and it is my
belief, which is backed by my school division’s policy that students
need to be exposed to issues with varying viewpoints and that as
librarians we need to purchase resources from a variety of perspec-
tives, that our students need to learn how to deal with differences
of opinion in a democracy. Students at this age love to think that
they’re taking part in “risky” activities and yet they are also keen
to learn about and uphold the basic values of the society in which
they live. It’s no mistake that in Manitoba, these topics are embed-
ded throughout the Grade 9 Social Studies curriculum.

On day one of the unit, I play a guessing game with my students.
They are asked to identify, as a class, the common element (no, not
that they all have auchors, titles, words, cover, etc.) between all the
books that I have in a box (approximately 25). The box contains
books from my library that have all been challenged or censored
at some point in time. It includes such books as Harry Potter and
the Philosopher’s Stone, The Perks of Being a Wallflower, Forever, The
Face on the Milk Carton, Go Ask Alice, The Absolutely True Diary
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of a Part-time Indian, James and the Giant Peach, Who is Frances
Rain?, The Giver, The Quusiders, Of Mice and Mer, The Bible, The
Chocolare War, Lord of the Flies, In the Hear of the Night, A Light in
the Attie, Seary Stories in the Dark, Bridge to Terabithin, The Golden
Compass, Twilight, and Fallen Angels.

Rarely does anyone guess the common element between the
boolks so next I direct the students’ attention to a selection of pic-
ture books that have also been challenged. T divide the students
into groups of three or four and they read picture books such as
Mummy Laid an Ege, Asha’s Mums, Guess Whar, Who's in Max-
ine’s Tree, Dadda Poppa and Me, Momma Monmyy and Me, Dad-
dy’s Roomumate, And Tango Matkes Three, King and King, The Dirty
Cowbay, Uncle Bobby’s Wedding, and In Our Mother’s House, The
students are asked to link the picture books they have read to the
books in the box. Similar to the first guessing game, rarely do the
students figure out the connection and once the time is up, I have
great fun revealing the common element. Once the connection is
revealed, the students can’t wait to know why each picture book
or book in the box was challenged or censored so we take some
talking about each book. This usually takes an entire class period.

In the nexc lesson, we begin to discuss the definitions, ideas and
history behind books being banned, censored or challenged. For
this part of the lesson, I suggest you purchase a book called, You
Can't Read This! Why Boofks Ger Banned by Pamela Dell which
contains a brief examination of book banning and gives a context
to many of the books we examined in the first lesson. It is at this
point that I introduce the concept of intellectual freedom to my
students and show them how it is linked to The Canadian Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms, The Universal Declaration of Human

Rights and the Canadian Library Association’s Position Statement
on Code of Ethics.

From there, we discuss what happens when books are challenged
in schools and libraries. We examine our school division’s policies
on teaching controversial issues, purchasing marterials for schools
and guidelines for reconsideration of resources. This part of the
discussion comes alive for the students as I have three books, from
three local area schools, thar show my students first hand, how
prevalent book challenges are in schools. One of the books has a
page about same sex families removed (Todd Parr’s, The Family

Book}; another is a book that has the “offending parts” underlined
(Hauntings: Ghosts and Ghouls from Around the World by Margaret
Hodges); and the third book is Maurice Sendak’s, In the Night
Kizchen in which someone has drawn underwear on the boy in the
book who appears naked in some of the pictures.

The third lesson of the unit is my favourite lesson all year. It has
students participating in mock, online library board meetings in
which each board has to decide whether 2 picture book thart has
been challenged in their school library should stay on their shelves
or be remaved. Students are broken into five different boards, all
with different book challenges. The students are divided in such
a way that ensures that they do not know who in on their board.
Unfortunately, the board members are too busy to meet face-to-
face so they have eo use a real-time sharing tool called Primary Pad
to hold their meetings. (Note: [ use Primary Pad for this discussion
so that all members of the group have an equal say into whether
their book goes or stays). There is no talking allowed in the class
once the board meeting has begun. By the end of the twenty min-
ute time limit, every board has to have made a decision and be
ready to discuss their reasons why they came to chat decision. I
am always truly amazed by the amount and quality of these online
discussions. The students are incredibly thoughtful when making
their decisions given all they have learned about censorship and
intellectual freedom from previous lessons.

In the last class of the uni, the students complete a self-evaluation
to see whether their thinking about book banning has changed
as a result of the unit. In all cases, students are quite moved by
the topic and are genuinely shocked that so many book challenges
have occurred and are still occusring today. I also find that my
students complete the unit with a sense of wanting to uphold the
principles of intellectual freedem. In every class, there is always
one student who makes the statement, “Couldn’t every book in
our library be challenged?” Yup, they got the point loud and cleart
After their reflections, the students get to choose which challenged
book from the box of books I first showed them that they would
like to read. By that point, they can’t wait to start reading, and
best of all, once they’ve read one great book, it doesn’t take much
to keep them reading another....

You may be interested to know that accerding te YALSA, “54%
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of all challenges to books have been initiated by parents, and near-
ly 70% have been in schools.” yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2012/10/01/
the-next-big-thing-in-banned-books

Although the number of challenges has declined in the past ten
years, the number of challenges in the U.S. is over 400 per year.
Yalsa reports that the top five most prevalant reasons for challenges,
in descending order are: sexually explicit material, offensive lan-
guage, books unsuited o age group, “other,” and excessive violence.

In Canada, the CLA Advisory Committee on Intellecrual Free-
dom reported that 101 challenges were made in 2011, 93 to mate-
rials and 8 wo library policies. The authors of this report, Donna
Bowman and Alvin M. Schrader (2012, p. 5), also remind us
that the American Library Association has found that for every
challenge reported, it is estimated that four or five challenges go
unreported. Consider this: “A book with a controversial reputa-
ton tends to be quietly dropped from reading lists and curricula.
This interference can be most insidious-quier acquiesence to the
kind of scare tactics that would-be censors know how to employ...
Censorship studies usually show that most library challenges go
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is my duty to give my students the knowledge and power to speak
up when their right to intellectual freedom is compromised. Not
just in reading, but in all forms of human expression, we need to
give them the knowledge and tools to speak out when their basic
democratic rights are being challenged. After all, it will be up to
them to one day to carry on our Canadian democratic ideals,

This unit has been designed to both stimulate the conversation
about our basic rights as Canadians in regard to intellectual free-
dom and to introduce students to some grear books to stimulate
their interest in reading. For a full description and resource list
for my Freedom to Read Unit including my school division’s Re-
sources Selection Policies, Teaching Controversial/Sensitive Issues
Policies, Guidelines for Reconsideration of Resources and Chal-
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Learning Commons website at: acadialibrary.pbworks.com/w/
page/1282353/Grade%209%20Links
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Exploring Human Libraries ot the MSLA LIT Forum 2013

By Heather Eby

ON‘ FEBRUARY 26, THE ST. BONIFACE
‘Public Iibrary was host to our Mani-
~toba School Library Association’s
-_'annua_:l_ LIT Forum. This year, the
forum'was centered around the
latest ‘trend in libraries, exploring
the “human experience” as book!
With 15 pecple in attendance, we
were all inspired and motivated by
the presentations on human librar-
ies. Kathleen Williams from the
Winnipeg Public Library shared

To truly understand the human
library experience, the partici-
pants at the forum were able o
“take out” 4 human books that
evening. In the shore time al-
lotted, most of us were able to
converse with at least 2 of our vol-
unteers who shared their unique
stories. Many thanks to Val, Ken,
Doris and Monique for taking the
time to be our “books” for the
evening and open up themselves

her reflections on their recent proj-

ect at the Millenium library showcasing a
human library. She went through the or-
ganizational aspects, the struggles and of
course the successes! Charlotte Duggan
{the teacher librarian from Glenlawn Col-
legiate} also presented the process of pur-

ting together a human library with high-
school students. The students at Glenlawn
toak out “human books” thar shared their
aboriginal heritage, aligning with the gr.11
history curriculum outcomes. The success
of Glenlawn’s Human Library experience
was both inspiring and hearvwrenching,

to the group.

In the words of a participant, Jeff Ander-
son, “The human library experience was
both poignant and touching. I felt changed.”

For more information regarding human li-

braries, check out our MSLA. fall journal on-
line with Charlotte’s in-depth arricle!
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“] Love to Read” month provides

some “Food For Thought”
Liz Loewen, RETSD

‘I.LOVE TO READ' IS A GREAT TIME TO SHOWCASE THE LIBRARY!
Plannmg fun activities can be time consuming to say the least.
Every teacher librarian is busy planning weeks before the big
vent. We form committees, delegate, anticipate and then cross
ourr fingers and hope that it all goes off as planned!

This year, quite by accident
and through 2 litdle social
networking I had the chance
to build a grear theme with
my fellow teacher librarian,
Heather Eby. I work in River
East Transcona School Divi-
sion, and Heather is in Pem-
bina Trails. Qur paths cross
often, but we are miles apart.

Heather mentioned that
she is planning a food-themed I Love to Read/Write. Through
Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest we communicated and planned
bulletin board ideas, menus, celebrity readers, bookmarks,
games, activities, and more! We did everything from reading in
our Book Bistro under muted lights and jazzy music to guessing
books related to specific foods in the stories. No child was left
hungry for books after a month in our schools!

For the unit plan and more piceures go to: msloewen.wikispac-
es.com/I+Love+To+Read

Or check ourt the line up of activities at www.slideshare.net/
heby/reading-is-mmmm-good

GG Award Winner Praises

Teachers and Libraries
By Jo-Anne Gibson, TeacherLibrarian, Acadia Jr. High School

IN. HER ACCEPTANCE SPEECH FOR THE 2012 GOVERNOR GENERAL'S
ﬂﬁrard for Children’s Text, author Susin Nielsen recalls her fond
memories of the neighbourhood Bookmobile and visits to her
school library. She tells of her best find, a provocative novel for
a-girl in grade 6, Go Ask Alice by “Anonymous.” This book pro-
vided wonderful reading material until “an observant adult dis-
covered the content and jt mysteriously disappeared.”

Now, as an adult whose books are found on the shelves of public
and school libraries throughout the world (her novcls have been
translated into many different lan- i
guages), Ms. Nielsen acknowledged the
efforts of Canadian teachers and librar-
ians who were responsible for instilling
the love of reading in herself and who
continue to instill this same love of read-
ing in young readers today.

Susin Nielsens latest award-winning
novel, The Reluctant fournal of Henry K.
Larsen, tells the heare-wrenching story of a
boy whose life is shattered when Henry’s
older brother shoots his bully tormentor
at his local high school and then turns
the gun on himself. At this year’s Man-
itoba Young Readers Choice Award
ceremony where, after receiving her
second readers’ choice award for
her second young adult novel, Dear
George Clooney, Please Marry My Mom, Ms. Nielsen
revealed to an enraptured audience that she got the idea for writ-
ing her latest book after reading about other similar incidents of
violence in schools and thinking about what it would be like to be
the sibling of someone who has commitred such a heinous crime.

Readers of Ms. Nielsen’s previous works will recognize the reap-
pearance of Ambrose and his tormentors from her first widely
acclaimed novel, Word Nerd. Inawreiting style that Susin’s young
audiences have come to expect, Ms. Nielsen takes a troubling top-
ic like bullying and writes it in a way that young readers can re-
lare. Writes the Governor General’s committee in their citation of
the award, The Reluctant Jonrnal of Henry K. Larsen is “Thought-
provoking and relevant, it addresses the effects of bullying in a
realistic, compelling and compassionate way. Henry’s journey is
moving and weirdly, wildly funny.”

As are all Susin Nielsen's novels, The Relucrant fournal of Henry
K. Larsen is a must read for all middle school readers. She is cur-
rently writing her fourth novel for young readers.
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A priceless day of learning in Rural Manitoba

By Carole Kentner, Boissevain School Librarian

ON FEB_R_UARY 4™ TWENTY FIVE FULL-TIME AND
paretime librarians from South Western
Manito_bfé came to Boissevain School Li-
‘b_:i"ary fci_r'__én in-service presented by Jo-Anne
GleOH, "Rhonda Morrisserre and Edna
Johnson of Winnipeg, Librarians came from
Turtle Mounrtain, South-West Horizons,
Fort la Bosse, Beautiful Plains and Prairie
Spirit School Division; encompassing an
area from the Manitoba-
Saskatchewan border
(Reston and Elkhorn) to
St. Claude and Manitou
on the east and Carberry
to the north. The num-
bers indicate a need for
focal in-servicing in the
rural areas that address
21* century library tools
and advancements.

Jo-Anne Gibson is a teacherlibrarian at
Acadia Junior High and is an execurive
member of MLSA. Edna Johnson is a library
technician and also works at Acadia Junior
High. Rhonda Morrissette is the head librar-
ian for Winnipeg Adult Learning Center. All
three shared cheir expertises in using forms of
e-books in their libraries. Jo-Anne and Edna

discussed their use
of Destiny Quest
from Follett and
Rhonda shared her
experience  using
Overdrive in order
o be compatible
with Winnipeg Public Library.

The main topics covered during their ses-
sions were operating systems for e-books,
the use of Twitter and Facebook for personal
learning networks, and how to use Animoto
for public relations and making movies, We
also learned how to make use of webinars for
in-house in-servicing.

Everyone came away with the hands-on ex-
perience of using social media~~-specifically
serting up Twitter accounts. All seemed to
be excited to try different ideas. This hands-
on session was an amazing opportunity as
many rural librarians do not always find
time to experiment with different methods.

Many thanks to Jo-Anne, Rhonda and
Edna for their help and raking the time
to deliver such informarive sessions so far
from home. Special thanks to Alma and
Dave Reimer of Ninga Country Corner
Café for a delicious lunch {which, by the
way, included five different kinds of home-
made piell!) It was a valuable day!

MSLA attends the Ultimate Library Experience
The OLA Super Conference in Toronto 2013

By Jeff Anderson, MSLA President Elect

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE MSLA HAD A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO
a:tte_nd_t}_ié largest library conference in Canada this past January. The
Ohta_r'ip’ﬁibrary Association annual conference is a must see. There

*are literally hundreds of sessions, many well-known speakers perform-

;. ing blénqrjr talks and a myriad of sponsors and exhibitors. Despite
labour unrest in the Ontario schools due to enforced back-to-work
legislation, Ontario school libraries were well represented. The confer-
ence theme this year was Ensertuin, Educate, and Empower.

The Conference opened with a preconference bus tour of school

and public libraries. ‘The school tour took participants to a high
school, J. Clarke Richardson Collegiate and an elementary school,
Terry Fox School, both in the Durham School District in Ajax,
Ontario. The theme of the tour was Together for Learning: School
Libraries and the Emergence of a Learning Commons, A vision for the
21" Century. Both schools had dynamic libraries that embraced the
tenants of a learning commons: physical and virtual space, equi-
table access, learning partnerships, etc. The tour was informative
and to some degree confirming; school libraries in Manitoba are
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solidly on the right path and in many ways beyond the curve.

The first plenary speaker was Michael Usslan, the originator of the
film version of Batman. His story of developing his love of comic
books as a child into a business of epic proportions is truly inspira-
tional. He succeeded in creating the first university course in comics
and helped bring the graphic novel genre into the mainstream,

There were many wonderful informal conversations and meore
formal plenary speeches over the four-day conference, burt a few
stand out as excellent. Miriam Toews, author and Manitoba ge,
spoke about her new novel, her life experience and how she came
to see writing as a way 1o order a confused and hectic life. Her
plenary was inspirational and in a way her vulnerability gave the
audience a greater understanding of what it takes to write and to
write well.

Interspersed between these excellent ralks were diverse sessions per-
tinent to the three types of libraries represented: academic, public
and schools. Our own Jo-Anne Gibson gave a well-received session
on engaging reluctant readers using banned and censored books.
There were poster and art exhibitions from various libraries and an

~ Our Manitoba Library Affiliations
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Expo with hundreds of authors doing book signings. Publishers and
distributors from around the country were well represented.

Many awards were given out during the conference, but none as
significanc as the award given to The Toronto Public Library Lo-
cal 4948, who won for standing up to city hall budget cuts and
being awarded an increase in funding instead. When the mayor’s
brother commented in the paper that he wouldn’t know Margret
Atwood if she bumped into him on the street, Margret Atwood
began tweeting her support for public libraries. Some 40,000 fol-
lowers later, city hall caved to the pressure of literate Torontonians
who value libraries and their public programming. Here is a great
lesson for al libraries facing political opportunism; stand up and
be counted!

The penultimate event before the Super Saturday Lunch featur-
ing singer, songwriter Steven Page was the early morning featuring
Chantel Hebert of journalism fame. Her discussion on bilingual-
ism, Quebec and Canadian culture was entertaining, enlightening
and poignant. The conference was a great success and a wonderful
learning experience for attendees.

Gy
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Introducing SAGE 2013...Connecting Through Literacy

By Jonine Bergen, MSLA SAGE committee chair

A MONTH AGO, | INTERVIEWED ABOUT TWEN-
.ty high school seniors in three different
“schools about their digital diet for a paper I
“was writing. The premise of my paper was
‘that; librarians need to be aware of how

teens ‘are accessing digital content, what

that content involves, and what digjeal ser-
vices are supplying the content. I argued
that we need to be current in these mat-
ters because our students’ habits can and

should impact how we deliver our classes
and resources and how we interact with
them online.

Now, admittedly, my survey was small
and consisted of students from only three
schools but all the students I interviewed
had a cell phone, an iPod or MP3 player,
and some type of computer — either per-
sonal or shared with their family. My small
research project validated a quote by Coco

o far people, places and things
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deveioomant opporturitas for iis mambers,

and colleagues.

The Maritsha Schagl Lbrary Assaciaton (MSLA) sdvosates for schost lrary programs ard professionsl

Have you “LIKED” the Manitoba School Library
Associations Facebook page yei?

Facebook is about more than checking in on your friends and rela-
tives or sharing the latest meme. It can be the most powerful tool in
your Professional Learning toolkit, if you aren't afraid to use it

Over the past few years, not only have [ realized the potential of social net-
working for professional development but I have embraced it. Along with my
Facebook connections with teacher librarians around the globe, I have built
up a community of twitter feeds that I follow, subscribed to a number of blogs
through my Feedly account and developed an array of boards on my Pinterest
account. Professional development isn’t about one-day workshops and out-of-
town conferences anymore, it’s about developing your Professional Learning
Network (PLN} and making professional learning an on-going, on-demand
experience! It is the easiest way to access the latest trends and ideas in school
libraries and one of the best ways to share and learn from a network of friends

Don't delay! Starc with the MSLA facebook page and go from there!

j Admin Pane!

Conn, found in Tapscott’s book, Grown
Up Digital, “Parents don’t talk about pen-
cils, they talk about writing, And kids don’
talk about technology — they talk about
playing, building a Web site, and writing a
friend about the rain forest” (p.19).
Interviewing those students was an intes
esting exercise because I learned about a
number of apps, widgers and websites thar
I had not tried before. They recommended
their favorites, they pulled out their de-
vices and showed me - they taught me in
what became a collaborative learning ex-
perience and we forged a connection that
continues to last long after the interview.

We are all erying to find ways using tech-
nology in our classrooms to engage stu-
dents. We are looking art blogs and wikis,
infographics, and interactive timelines
for projects and teaching. We are think-
ing about privacy issues and our students’
digital footprints. We are evaluating apps
and devices to help with literacy, numera-
cy skills, and science labs. We are consid-
ering ways of modelling how to find ap-
propriate information and its ethical use.

Then there are all the changes thar are
oceurring in the library field: RDA, the
new Copyright Act, the changes in pub-
lic performance rights, and digital rights
management to name a few. The school
library is in the middle of all these chang-
es. In the midst of this change, educators
need to develop their personal learning
networks so they can meet the challenges
this digital world presents.

This, I believe, is the reason why organi-
zations such as MSLA are so important.
MSLA can advocate for school libraries
and through it, we can network. We can
listen and we can share ideas; what works
and what doesn’t. Your opinions and expe-
rience entich your schools. Through con-
versations with other school library workers
we can help and support each other.

MSLA’s SAGE Conference on Octo-
ber 25, 2013, is shaping up to be a great
opportunity for us to network and share
ideas. Now, I know that some of you are
thinking, “But I can get so much done
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that day if I stay at my school”, and this
may be true. Fowever, where else are you
going to have the opportunity to hear our
keynote speaker, Kathy Schrock, talk about
the best ways to use technology to support
learning and assessment?
She is also presenting a
workshop on what literacy
in the digiral age looks
like and how we can em-
bed these literacies in the
curriculum.

through
Literacy

You can also participate

in a workshop run by Dean Shareski who
is coming as a Spotlight speaker to share his
experiences with technology and educarion
with us. The topics of his sessions have not
been finalized so stay tuned to our website
connectingthroughliteracy.ca for more infor-

mation.

We will have 2 Reading Corner, which
will focus on the upcoming book trends for
2013-14. We have already started receiv-
ing advanced readers copies for you to take
back to your schools for use in
your book clubs and literacy
initiatives. We are also plan-
ning the Tech Zoo for you
4 to get some hands-on time

el with the many subscription
ma

ey databases and devices used

ord

in todays classrooms. We
have e-readers, iPads, document cameras,
SMART Boards and Mimeos among other
equipment and devices for you to tuy. We
also have the vendors for you to meet and
discuss your library needs from furniture
to boaoks.

Then there is you. If you want to have an
opportunity to sit and chat with old friends
or make new ones, consider spending some
time sitting by the fire in Shaftesbury High
School’s beautiful new library. Or maybe
you have a great program or project you
want to share. Please consider being a pre-
senter this year and sharing what you are
doing in your libraries or schools. What
you have to add is important to develop-
ing strong libraries in Manitoba. Whether
you are a library technician, library clerk,
teacher librarian, student or administrator,
we invite you to come and share the day
with us. We are excited to hear whart you
ate doing — let’s connect through literacy
on October 25%.

For more information please see our
SAGE site; connectingthroughlireracy.ca

“Embracing the Edge”: MSLA and ManAce combine to produce SAGE 2012

By Jeff Anderson

-SAGE 2012 WAS A CONFERENCE TO REMEMBER, KEYNOTE, EDUCATIONAL
" futurist David Warlick, laid the groundwork for a day of explora-
‘tion and thought provoking sessions by over 30 different present-
ers from the educational rechnology and library worlds. In his
- talk; ‘Mr. Warlick explored many of the technological advance-
‘ments and realities that are changing the way teachers reach and
students learn. “Rebooting the basics” was the core message of
a conversation that centred on
the survival of the core licera-
cies in a world ever changed by
technology. He argues that
educators must use new ad-
vancements to strengthen stu-
dent’s numeracy and literacy
skills, not look at technology
as a replacement or panacea.
He proved to be a dynamic
and presenter
whose ideas are global in na-

interesting

ture and universal in practice.

Two spotlight speakers came from afar to examine interesting
topics in libraries and literacy programs. Mike McQueen from
Colorado offered a way for teachers and libraries to team up and
tackle the problem of boys and reading that often perplexes educa-
tors. His no nonsense approach to engaging reluctant boy read-
ers with new media and web 2.0 resources is inspiring and offers
a practical way to get boys to read and bring chis problem more
squarely into the mainstream of educational thoughe.

Shannon Miller, Teacher Librarian from Van Meter, Iowa skyped
into the conference and presented an impressive collection of on-
line tools and resources that help build local and global learning
communities. Her goal is to support and facilitate these GLCs
through literacy projects that utilise mostly free and readily avail-
able technology. Her message is that embracing new technology
can bridge geographic, cultural, and national boundaries with the
goal of connecting people and
ideas.

The 27 other sessions con-
tained an impressive array of
educators who brought their
perspectives and ingenuity to
The domi-
nant theme of the conference
is that we, as educators, must
embrace new media to cre-

the conference.

ate learning communities and
structures that engage stu-
dents, expand knowledge bevond the classroom walls and connect
with global partners to take educartion to the next level.

With that theme in mind both the MSLA and ManAce set out
to collaborate on a conference that truly embraced the edge and
brought that edge closer to the centre of best educational practice.
Thank-you to the 300 participants who came with open minds
and made the conference an event that left a positive and lasting
impression on the educational landscape.
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MYRCA 2013 Winners and
2014 Shortlist Announced

Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Awards Inc.
23 years of promoting Canlit for kids

Winner of the 2013 MYRCA
Bex of Shocks by Chris McMahen

2013 MYRCA Honour Books

Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes by Jonathan Auxier
Undergrounders by David Skuy

THE 2014 MYRCA Shortlist

Circle of Cranes - Annetee Le Box (Penguin)

Crush. Candy. Corpse. - Sylvia McNicoll {(Lorimer)

Guilty - Norah McClintock (Orca)

Making Bombs for Hitler - Mazsha Forchuk Skrypuch (Scholastic)
Margaret and the Motk Tree - Brit Trogen & Kari Trogen (Kids Can Press)
Middle of Nowhere - Caroline Adderson (Groundwood Beooks)
Mz, and Mrs. Bunny-Detectives Extraordinaire - Polly Horvath
(Groundwood Books)

My Name is Parvana - Deborah Ellis (Groundwood Books)
Redeoats and Renegades - Barry McDivitt (Thistledown Press)
Seraphina - Rachel Hartman (Doubleday)

Small Medium ar Large - Joanne Levy (Penguin)

Such Wicked Intent - Kenneth Oppel (HarperCollins)

The Grave Robber's Apprentice - Allan Stratton (HarperCollins)
The Lynching of Louie Sam - Elizabeth Stewart {Annick Press)

The Prisoner of Snowflake Falls - John Lekich (Orca)

The Reluctant Journal of Henry K. Larsen - Susin Nielsen (Tundra)
Ungifted - Gordon Korman (Scholastic)

Yesterday’s Dead - Pat Bourke {Second Story Press)

The Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Awards Inc. (MYRCA) aims to promote
reading and Canadian literature by giving young people the opportunity to vote
Jor their favourite Canadian book from an annual preselected list. The books

are nominated based on their quality and reader appeal. All young people in
grades 5-8 who bave read or heard read at least 5 titles from the list can vote.
Vioring takes place in April and the MYRCA winner is celebrated ar a fall award
ceremony attended by participating young people. For move information, visit
our website www.myrca.ca or email us at myrca@myrca.ca

Presenting CLA Award
Winner...Jo-Anne Gibson

By Heather Eby

It is with great pride that we share the news of
Pembina Trails School Division’s, Teacher-Librar-
ian, Jo-Anne Gibson who has received the Cana-
dian Library Association’s Angela Thacker Award.

According to the CLA website,

“The Angela Thacker Memorial Award has been
established in memory of Angela Thacker, teacher-
Iibrarian, library coordinator, and school library
colleague, mentor, leader and advocate who served
the Association for Teacher-Librarianship in Cana-
da (ATLC) and the Ca-
nadian School Library
Association  (CSLA)
in  many capacities.
This Award honours
teacher-librarians who
have made contribu-
tions to the profes-
sion through publica-

tions, productions or

professional  develop-
ment activities that deal with topics relevant to
teacher-librarianship and/or information literacy.”
cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Angela_Thack-
er_Memorial_Awazrd

For those of you who know Jo-Anne, this is a
well-deserved award and beautiful recognition by
her colleagues who nominated her for this honour.
Jo-Anne will be presented with her award ar the
CLA National Conference in Winnipeg from May
31-Junel, 2013,

Congratulations, Jo-Anne! We are all proud of
you. We know that teacher-librarianship is more
than a career for you but a passion. Withour a
doubt, you will be continuing to advocate and
share your love for libraries in the years to come!
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mer &
g Public Library

No required reading lists - just read for the fun of it!

Reading Club

Receive a free activity book, reading log, and stickers
when you register for the club.

Special events are happening af the library this summer:
Join us for the annual visit by Goldeyes buseball players who share with kids the
fun and importance of reading. Kids can have fun, improve their reading skills,
and reduce summer learning loss. Library Night at the Ballpark is August Tst!
Thanks o the Goldeyes for donating game fickets for a draw af each library.

Visit Winnipeg Public Library to join the TD Summer Reading Club.
Registration for the TD Summer Reading CLub begins Monday, June 24; the program ends
Friday, August 9.

Check out the website for more details:
wpl.winnipeg.ca/library/summerreading2012.asp

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for their generous donation of prizes.
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Executive

Executive,

Past President

Vivianne Fogarty, vfogarty@pembinatrails.ca
Chancellor School: 204 261-9535 ext. 1550

President
Joyce Riddell, riddelljoyce@gmail.com
St. John's Ravenscourt School: 204 477-2449

President Elect
Jeff Anderson, jeffunderson@wsd1.org
Technical Yotational School 204 786-1401

Secretary
Niki Card, ncard@retsd.mb.ca
Sherwood School: 204 667-0413

Treasurer

Cloudia Klausen, cklausen@retsd.mb.ca

Emerson Elementary School {Days 1, 3, 5): 204 669-4430

Dr. Hamilton Elementary School {Days 2, 4, 6): 204 661-2500
SAGE Registrar’s Mailing Address:

6701 Henderson Hwy, Gonor, MB, R1C OF1

Standing Committee Chairs

Publications
Heather Eby, heby@pembinatrails.co
Linden Meadows Scheol: 204 489-0799

Membership
Candice Phillips, cphillips@sjsd.net
Westwood Collegiate: 204 888-7650

Webmaster

Rhonda Morrissette, mikisew@shaw.ca
Winnipeg Adult Education Centre: 204 947-1674

SAGE Conference Co=Chairs
Jeff Anderson, jeffanderson@wsdl.org
Technical Yocafional School: 204 786-1401

Jonine Bergen, jbergen@stpauls.mb.ca
St. Paul’s Highschool: 204 831-2319

Advocacy/Public Relafions/Publicity
Jo-Anne Gibson, jagibson@pembinatrails.ca
Acadio Junior High School: 204 269-6210

12-2013

Professional Development
open
Member-at-Large

Christine Robinson, crobinson@retsd.mb.ca
Chief Peguis Junior High School: 204 668-9442

Liaison Officers

Direction des ressources éducatives
francaises (DREF)

Nicole Massé, nicole.masse@gov.mb.ca
DREF: 204 945-4813

Independent School Libraries
Kim Marr, kmarr@lindenchristian.org
Linden Christian School: 204 989-6730

International Association of
School Librarianship (1ASL)
Gerald Brown, brownerl@show.ca

Manitoba Education & Manitoba
Library Consortium (MLC}

Manritoba Teachers’ Society (MTS)
Lia Baksina, Staff Officer
Ibaksina@mbteach.org

Sherilyn Bambridge, Stoff Officer
sbambridge@mbieach.org {bounces back)

School Library Administrators

of Manitoba (SLAM)

Debbie Smith, dsmith@sjsd.net

St. James Assiniboia School Division: 204 837-5886 ext. 227

ManACE
Andy McKiel, ameckiel@sjsd.net
St. James Assiniboia School Division: 204 837-5386 ext, 240

Winnipeg Children’s Literature Round Table (WCLR)
Paulette Leclere, pleclerc@retsd.mb.ca
Sun Valley School: 204 663-7664

Winnipeg Public Library
Karin Borland, KBorland@winnipeg.ca
Millennium Library










